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TUE PRESIDENT'S WAR, by plainly worded, and while Mr. ment of national .unily and truce talks. which closed the : 
Anthony Austin, (Lippiticott: Johnson was offen accused. of resolve requested by the Presi-. ‘Korean War, the, conflict that 
$7.50.) ete ENS being av illiterate Texan during dent for ils ‘cautionary effect on was supposed to show the U.S. 
ar ae a his term in the White House, he the Communist adversary the fa(llity of fighting Asians on i 
te" Reviewed by really canread. 9 |? following the attack on the  theisS.sms). Ae: =e : 
MDWIN MARIIN In case anyone has forfolten, American cesiroyers in the Gulf. Another, irony is that Austin’s: : 
“A ynillion or so Araceae the Gulf of Tonkin resolution ‘of Tonka August, 1964, ae book, a lucid ee of Ne 
dunked down $2.25 for a copy of said the following: “Resolved by I ulbright got that meaning uit facts: hefore, during an ie Her 
plunked dow T Qed Copy Othe Senate and House of Rep- oft the words of the: Gulf of the Guli of Tonkin jneident, will 
a Loess en resentatives of the » United “Fonkin Resolution, if snkes: one doubtlessly have & ; sige 
Sa fling ta Soren ee es Gate ne gs telat “Pegs Pees , 
: ike ae 7 ssemble 1a he Coneress' from Oxford. - -+ wnréadabie von T S : 
Cons deena Saag Uses approves “ands supports the ‘The hera in the Senate in ‘hat's too ‘bad, too, For y 
formation for publication. determination of the President, those fateful days of 1964 Was Austin’s central point is that ‘ 
it would be Interesting t6 88 Commander in Chief, to take the waspish Sen. Ne ao geuurved because of an 
know how .many of. then. all necessary measures io repel of. Oregon, who ne mee erosion of congressiona ; 
managed to wade through the any armec attack against the’ Gruening 01 Alaska eas , ai el r : 
$T pages to the. very end. I forces, of the United States and” negative | ied agains Sand a ee sae on i 
suspect that many gaveup afer to provent tunthor age "EN Mouse sn closely whst angers That finbnlane : 
looking at the photos, turvied off — gression...tine Uniled States is, ,, Beara MCRECIS ae Bee ath gran h Se Ey : 
re peadly combination of . therefore, prepaged, as the the Tesoluliog was Gre Mevel inten ets "despite : 
Now York Times editorial prose — President determines, to take all set eaters son didn't have adit still exists ae ; 
and Pentagon bureaucratese. necessary steps including the ° Idaho, But a Ce act Mr Vietnam. se GS * 
ae “ “use of avrned force, to assist {he S8nG hota aS Tn a ‘one, Tt would pay al] of us to know x 
Anthony Austin's book would — any inember of protacol state of Johnson, Meee di a Hee Ney ag much as we can about ee - 
suit these readers. THe Js the the Southeast Asia Collective bitter speech, he ptt ae iitors’ ena Represcntalives a 
assistant editor of The Week IN Noefense Treaty requiring assist- Gollencuce ste : ac gan abdicale responsibility in a a 
Review section of the New York — ance in defense of its freedom." principle was favols noe to any time of crisis (and how they can ;: 
Times, but he has not been That’s what the resolution “Tt is dangerous 10 hed alibi (heir failure)’ and. how @ { 
influenced in writing style bY said, folks, and it doos not ‘take Recs oes mae well meaning ‘chief execulive i 
c sega ne say . a mental giant to explain its  Sfler the passage’ OF @ JON Can stumble into a morass like I 
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ihe nation’s 
Vietnam is briskly written, and 
authoritative, ~The narrative 
forraat heips a reader fellow the 
visits and turns of United States * 
poticy which finaly led to an 
incumbent President's * being 
forced io abandon the Whit 
House. © an 
Austin focuses on the passage 
by Congress of the notorious 
Gulf of Tonkin resolution, the 
_ document former - President 
Lyndon B. Johnson took as his 
authority to accelerate the wars 
.. It has ‘all hoen fuzzed over 
now, but the truth is Mr. 
‘Johnson was given: ‘that 
authority and all the protests of 
‘Sen. J. William Fulbright and 
other recanters will not wash 
out the fact. ; 
Fulbright claims ioday that he 
was hootlwinked into leading the 
Senate dehate in favor of pass- 


tion. Well, the resdiution \ 


meaning. The authority was 
there-—‘‘all necessary measures 
to repeal any armed atlack" and 
“all necessary steps Including 
the use of armed force’’—~ 
although Sen. Fulbright now 
contends. that if meant some-, 
thing else entirely. That's hog- 
wash | ; 
Austin quotes forrner’  Un- 
‘derseeretary of State Nicholas 
Katzenbach as telling Sen. 
Fulbvight that the Gulf of 
_ Tonkin resolution was a “fune- 
tional equivalent” of a declara- 
tion of war, which it was. ; 
The line now taken by Sen, 
‘Fulbvight also is quoted by 
ustin, I¢ goes something like 
‘this: the Gulf of Tonkin reso- 
lution was passed by the Senate 
for at least Fulbright, MeGov- 
‘ern, Church, et. al) ‘ thougnt 
they were merely voting for a, 
document which was a state- 


tesolution; to make war,” Morse 
said. “I .beélieve that future 
generations will look with dis- 
may upon a Congress which is 
now about‘to rake such @ 
historic mistake.” : 

The payment Morse received 


fov his prescicnce was defeat at, 


the polls; Fulbright and Church 


and the others were re-elected. _ 
What a commentary on the in- 


telligence of voters. A raan who 
saw unerringly into the future 
and had the cowrage to stand by 
his analysis was sent back to his 
Maryland cattle farm-by voters, 

‘hat is another irony of the 
Vieinam War pcricd, one af 
many. (My. own favorite is that 
the destroyer C, Turner Joy, one 
‘of two atlacked in‘the Gulf of 


‘Vonkin, was named ailer the, 


touzh Navy admiral who stood 
up to the Communists in the 


Vieinam. ON dae ee 
Austin's book ilumdnates this 


jssue: the “Pentagon Papers’ 


‘motely confuse. _ 
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